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4! DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES PublicHealth Service

NationelInstitutesof Health
NationelCancer Institute
Bethesda.Marylend 20892

March4, 1992

Dr. HarryPettengl11
Deputy Asslstant Secretary for Health
OffIce of Health (EH-40)
Department of Energy
Germantown, MD 20874

Dear Harry:

The NatfonalCancerInstituteNCI) hote$ that sinceFiscalYear 1990
!therehas been ho transfer of funds rom the Departmentof Energy (DOE to NCI

iin supportof the thyroiddiseaseahd I@ukefilastudiesundet+.akenat t e
request of DOE as a partof TaskGroup7,2 P(N the interagencyAgreements
(FiscalYears 1990-1991:(IE-AI0590ER6i099~FiscalYear 1992: DE-A105
92EH89188)on “U.S.-SovietJointResearchon the BiomedicalEffectsof the
ChernobylReactorAccident.” -Thisappea~sto be inco~$istentwith both the
spiritand the intentof the InteragencyAgreements. Duringthis timej the
NCI has continuedto exerteveryeffortto pursuethe objectivesof the
Agreement,includingan advanceof fundsto cover associatedexpensespending
receiptof monfes transferredfromthe DOE. This situationcan no longer
continue.

Inquiriesvegardingthe need for support of these efforts have been
communicated to your staffin recentweeks. The respohses have been uniform:
that transferof the fundswill be “expedited”upon receiptof copiesof the
“protocols”given to Kiev and to Minsk In Oecemberl1991. AS YOU are aware,
we considerthesedocumentsto be draftworkingpaperswhich are incomplete
and will be chahgedupon receiptof Informationand commentsfrom the
recipients. They are not for distribution,especiallybeyondthe participants
and/ortheirgovernments,

As you recallduringour initialdiscussionslastJuly,NCI expressed
concernand soughtreassurancesof the long-termcomttiitmentby DOE to these
effortsso the NCI might lan accordinglywith res ett to progrananaticefforts
and personnelsupport, K 1T ese assuranceswere the dsi~ ofNCI conanitmentand
cooperation. The NCI, therefore,is concernedthat the trahsferof funds !s
not being “expedited”becauseof a requestfor documentsby.-DOE,concerning
which there exist differing opinions. the fact that differences of opinion may
Influence DOE funding practices to the pointwhere continuedInvolvement of
NCI may be placed in jeopardyis not an encouragingIndicatorof future
workingrelationshipswhichare expectedto extendover many years and involve
considerablesums of money.

FollowingdiscussionswithDr. RichardH, AdamsonjDlhector,Divisionof
Cancer Etiology, NCI, the followingconsequencespertain:

1. The NCI will provideto DOEcop{esof the draftworking
paperssubmittedtohiinskand to Kiev. The NCI considers
thatdistributionof theseworkingpapersin wholeor in
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part beyondthe artiesand governmentsdirectlyinvolved
[wouldbe a breac of confidence;accordingly,If this should

occur as a result of DOE actions,the NCI wfll consider the
InteragencyAgreement no longer to be in effect.

2. If DOE fundsare not available,the followingtravel for
whicharrangementshave been made and/or invitations
received will be reconsidered or cancelled:

March28-

March-28 -

March30 -

April 10 -

April24 A

April Ii: Visitstollinskofa Russlan-
speak{ng.physicianand a Russian-speaking
epldemioloIst to reviewmedicalrecords

!and establsh criteriafor and begin
select{dnof controlsubjectsfor a case-
co~trolstudyof thyroidcancer in
children,:

.:..
April 11: Visits to Minsk and tol(ievby
Drs. Beebeand Wachholtto accompanyand
ifitroduceabovepersons,and to discuss
scientificplanswith counterpartsin
Minsk for 2 days and in Kiev for 7 days..... ,,*..,
April 11: Visitto I(ievby 3 technical
personsto participatein above
discussionsi~ Kiev,

.?
21: CM personfromMinsk to bringmore
than 100 th roid tissueblocksfrom

ichildfi~nWI h thyroidcancerto the U.S*
for proca$singand afialyses~

May 7! sMl B@ebeand Uqchhol z to

../

accompafijthe DOE delegationto Russia,
Minsk and Ukraihe.

The NC1 expectsthatthesemattersti{llbe resolvedexpeditiouslyso
that this cooperativeresearch rogramwith 8elarusand Ukrainemay proceed

Iwithoutinterruption;,it would e most unfofitunateif difficultiesin our
workingand politicalrelatldnshipswere to occurat this time,

He continueto be availableto discussthesematterswith you.

Sincerely,

BruceW. Wachholz,Ph.D. v

Chief,RadiationEffectsBranch

cc: Dr. Paul Zlemer,DOE
Dr. Richard Adamson, NCI
Dr. Edward Shomaker, NRC


